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Study Purposes
1. To provide an opportunity for CON BIPOC students to creatively 
share – through photography – their experiences of dealing 
simultaneously with unprecedented stressors stemming from (a) the 
COVID-19 pandemic, (b) grassroots protests against police brutality 
and for racial justice, and (c) ongoing navigation of their 
development as nurse professionals. 
Study Purposes
2. To share student-created photographs and their meanings through 
an on-campus exhibition to (a) increase understanding of our BIPOC 
students’ experiences at this critical time in history, and (b) 
influence inclusive changes in our college and university policies 
and processes to better support BIPOC student recruitment, 
retention, and a positive institutional climate.
Introduction to the Method
What is participatory photography?
▪ Participatory photography is the use of 
photography by those affected by or 
involved in the issues and situations that 
are the subjects of the photographs 
(Personal Communications, PhotoVoice Training, 2017)
▪ Bridges ethnography and participatory 
methods as a “mobile ethnographic 
method, a process of making images as 
we go through the world” (Pink, 2013) 
What is photovoice?
▪ Photovoice is a participatory photography 
method “…by which people can identify, 
represent, and enhance their community 
though a specific photographic 
technique” (Wang & Burris, 1997) 
Representation in Photography: The Importance of Photovoice
Co-Researchers in this Study 
▪ 7 Students 
▪ 3 Undergraduate 
▪ 4 Graduate
▪ 1 First Year 
▪ 2 Fourth Years (now graduated) 
▪ 3 Advanced Practice Nursing 
Immersion (APNI)
▪ 1 Third Year Doctor of Nursing 
Practice (DNP)
Migrant Mother, by Dorothea Lange 
A photo of Florence Owens Thompson
Preliminary Results
The Importance of Community 
Janelle Lauronal 
4th Year undergraduate student 
(now Graduated)
Spring Nights 
Over the course of this last year, I 
moved into a new house with 
new roommates. One of the 
things that got me through the 
pandemic was listening to music 
on the porch and talking story 
with them during spring nights, 
when we could relax and breathe 
in the fresh air. No 
responsibilities, just enjoying 
each other’s presence. 
Adeline Ong
1st Year Undergraduate 
Student (now 2nd Year)
Government Family
Note written in the Student 
Government of Seattle 
University office directed 
towards all members 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Quote reads, 
“SGSU babes, y’all are my 
favs & I am stoopid excited 
for 2021-2022. [heart] 
Marrakech.” 
Edil Yousuf 
APNI Student (now DNP 1st Year)
Awowe at Rose Garden 
My grandfather at the Rose Garden near his home. 
With the pandemic, people are frequenting outdoor 
spaces as indoor unions are deemed unsafe. My 
grandfather is sitting on a lawn chair incorrectly 
wearing a mask. He is also wearing a dress shirt and 
a kufi on his head. 
Zinny Ufomadu 
APNI Student (now DNP 1st Year) 
Vaccinated and Free 
Being vaccinated and able to hang out with friends as 
part of self-care activity at Gas Works. The pandemic 
has been so hard as my cohort was affected with 
having classes online making human interaction 
challenging. Once vaccinated, it was amazing to 
finally connect and have conversation with friends. 
Preliminary Results





My friend Dharma and I are 
standing in front of the portrait 
of her great-grandmother and 
the rest of her family. I grew up 
in Hawai’i and Dharma grew up 
in Guam, where matriarchal 
figures are instrumental in our 
families. On the fireplace, we see 
several photos of Dharma’s 
family as we are celebrating the 




(now 1st Year DNP 
Student) 
Hope on the Horizon
Movement is 
necessary to continue 
forward to a new line 





4th Year DNP Student 
Eye on the Prize 
The reason that I moved 
to Seattle was for school 
and to be able to work 
as a Nurse Practitioner 
in Critical Care 
Medicine. I drive by this 
Level 1 Trauma Center 
as a reminder of where I 
started and where I 
want to end up, for 
motivation. 
Next Steps
▪ Full data analysis with co-researcher “member 
checking” 
▪ On-campus exhibit
▪ Creation of zine 
▪ Publication
▪ Repeat at another level on campus? 
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